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Ethiopia 


EPLF Secretary General Interviewed, Part II 
EA0309130088 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 29 Aug 


(“Second part” of interview with EPLF Secretary Gen- 
eral Isayas Afeworki on the “anniversary of the Eritrean 
people’s armed struggle;” place and date not specified: 
Afework I speaks in Tigrinya, fading into superimposed 
Amharic translation—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [introductory passage omitted] [correspon- 
dent] The first question that Comrade Isayas Afeworki 
replied to: As you explained earlier the Nakfa front and 
the Halhal offensives have put a question mark on the 
(?wishes) of the Dergue forces. Had (?this situation) 
occurred in other countries it would have brought about 
a change of government or at least brought about 
changes in policy and administration. This (?situation), 
though, has not become evident in Ethiopia. Why? 


[Afeworki] Why is it that despite all its weaknesses the 
Dergue system has (?survived) for 14 years? Similarly 
how is it that Haile Selassie ruled for over 30 or 40 years? 
This is not because they excelled in staying in power in 
Ethiopia. There are many issues that should be taken 
into consideration. 


Firstly, the deceptive policies stated by the Dergue when it 
first came to power, promising to hand over power to the 
people and some of the measures it took could have played 
a role in extending its stay in power. [passage omitted]. 


[Correspondent] The next question presented to Com- 
rade Isayas Afeworki was: Why were there no protests 
over the destruction of the Nadew [demolish] and Men- 
tir [mow] commands of the Armed Forces, which suffer 
more than other troops in the war? 


[Isayas] The Dergue system has managed to suppress 
Opposition that could arise from within because [words 
indistinct], and if there is anything that an organized 
officers group could do it is limited only to one area. If 
we look into the situation of the force, the majority of the 
Dergue force is entrenched in fortifications and not in 
houses. Therefore its main concern is only its own daily 
life and the outcome of the daily situation. Hence it 
cannot work out the modalities for a coup d'etat like an 
army in a camp or in towns. This is one factor for the 
lack of organization in the army. 


The other factor is the infiltration of military security and 
a spy network within the army which the Dergue has set up 
over the past few years. This means that one of the 
Dergue’s major concerns, which has been intensified from 
time to time, has been the opposition from within the 
Armed Forces. The Dergue-created »y network over the 


last 3 years secretly helped the De: ue to carry out its 
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activities—eliminating the opposition groups. Opposition 
forces could not develop and stand as a single group, which 
is another factor for the Dergue’s prolonged stay in power. 


[Correspondent] In addition to what you have been 
saying, the Dergue is «claiming that the Eritreans are 
ready to break Ethiopia apart, that Ethiopia is endan- 
gered. This is because the Dergue is scared of opposition 
within Ethiopia. Do you think that this propaganda will 
be accepted? This question was asked of the comrade 
secretary general. 


[Isayas] The issue of the disintegration of Ethiopia is a 
temporary tool to be used by the Dergue. The issue of 
Eritrea’s threat to Ethiopia can be seen in two ways. The 
first is to ask what does the Dergue want to scare off? The 
Dergue’s tactic is to tell one section of Ethiopian society 
that it is threatened and that it will be destroyed [by its 
enemies], and thus prolong its stay in power. By propa- 
gating this type of fear, the Dergue wants to gain popular 
and political support from government political fora and 
the people and then enhance its military power by 
increasing the number of its personnel. 


If one asks where this propaganda is directed, it can be 
said that it is directed particularly among the Amhara 
population. This propaganda is not directed at the Soma- 
li-speaking Ogaden tribes. No one has gone to the 
(Habar) population in (?Awsa) to tell it that Ethiopia is 
disintegrating. No one has been sent to the Oromo 
people to tell them that Ethiopia is disintegrating. The 
areas where the Dergue is carrying out this kind of 
propaganda are well known. These are the areas where 
the Amhara population lives in [words indistinct]. Since 
(?the rulers) are from the Amhara population, the claim 
that Ethiopia is to be divided is focused on these people. 


This belief 1s [word indistinct]. It does not mean that the 
Amhara population will fight alongside the Dergue 
claims. There is the nationalities movement. There is 
also the (?national) movement. These national and 
nationalities movements are not directed at the Amhara 
population. They are not movements aimed at one 
nationality against the other. The Eritrean people's 
struggle is not directed at one particular nationality, even 
though the Dergue Government wants to exploit this. If 
we look at the Tigray revolution, which is closer to the 
Amhara population, the Dergue system could not move 
in the area; agitation was not an easy task, it was not 
even possible. This has been evident over the last 10 
years. In areas like the Afar, Somali, Oromo, or other 
nationality-dominated areas agitation cannot be carried 
out. In fact in some places wnere some false feelings have 
taken deeper root in society, there must be only a few 
who would succumb to Dergue propaganda that: You are 
doomed; they will attack you; they will destroy you; they 
will divide you; they will chase you away from your land; 
they will take your land. 
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Therefore, there must be some kind of propaganda that the 
Dergue uses to cheat people like these and a few others. But 
this will not work at all because the opposition in Addis 
Ababa, and the aforementioned places where the Amhara 
population lives, has not enabled the Dergue to realize its 
objectives. It has intensified conscription in those areas. If 
there is any positive response from this act, it is limited to 
some areas and this is due to the Amhara population's 
superior feelings, the Amharas’ feelings of being Ethiopian, 
and their feeling of owning the land, which is related to the 
{word indistinct] of Ethiopia. 


Those who would benefit from this ploy are very few. It 
is not an issue that would involve the whole Amhara 
population. 


[Correspondent] The Dergue is claiming abroad that the 
objective of the EPLF struggle is to break Ethiopia up, 
and a victory for Eritrea would be the destruction of 
Ethiopia. This attempt denies us international support. 
In reality, does Eritrea threaten Ethiopia? Comrade 
Isayas answers as follows. 


[Isayas] There are two issues that the Dergue wants to 
portray here. Basically, if there is an opposition aimed at 
secession, it comes from (?oppression) but not from 
liberation movements. If there is a movement that wants 
liberation then [words indistinct] in areas where there is 
no [words indistinct]. 


It is not a question of liberation. If we look at the Oromo 
nationalities issue in Ethiopian history, in the first decade 
of the 20th century, which was aimed at expanding Ethi- 
opian territory, the Oromo people used to be seen as no 
better than animals and cattle and were looked on as 
useless, nonentities which were there to help a group from 
one specific nationality gain superiority. 


If this was the case, then, who can act as an opposition, 
secure their existence, and preserve their dignity? If equal- 
ity is not ensured, this will force them to live in isolation 
from other nationalities, that is, by secession. Where does 
the disintegration come from? If the rights of the people in 
the country are preserved, how does the question of 
secession and disintegration arise? There has been no 
government in Ethiopia, which could properly handle this 
issue. Haile Selassie’s regime and the present regime have 
made the situation go from bad to worse. This could be the 
reason for Ethiopia disintegrating. The government 
responsible for Ethiopia’s disintegration is primarily the 
Dergue system in Addis Ababa. This is one of the issues. 


The other is the Eritrean question. The Eritrean issue, 
which has been handled in all kinds of dubious ways, 
with malice and with the cooperation from the super- 
powers or at UN meetings and through a system of 
divide-and-rule inside Eritrea, could not bear any fruit. 
Attempts to deny the legitimacy and the just struggle of 
the Eritreans has slowly been bleeding and hurting the 
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previous and the present regime. It is this Eritrean issue 
which is threatening the existence of the system together 
with the evergrowing consciousness of the Ethiopians. 


When the Dergue says Ethiopia is going to disintegrate, 
it means it is going to be destroyed. What we understand 
by this claim, is that it 1s dreaming of its own demise and 
not that the Ethiopian people will break Ethiopia up 
through civil war. 


In order to realize the objectives of solving the Eritrean 
issue through false propaganda, lies, and terror, the. 
Dergue should [words indistinct} and the other presen- 
tation and objective is solely for (?foreign) campaign. 
[sentence indistinct]. 


Ethiopian unity or Ethiopian integrity came into exist- 
ence after the 1963 OAU charter; it was wrongly adopted 
by the charter. An Ethiopian ruling Eritrea was accepted, 
and Eritrea was considered to be part of Ethiopia. This 
was an Ethiopian diplomatic tactic to ensure that any- 
body who interfered in this question would be consid- 
ered to be working against the OAU member states. 


There might be some countries that support this diplo- 
matic tactic. These countries do not support it because 
they adhere to a specific position but because they have 
the same colonial interests as Ethiopia. At present and 
after 27 years of armed struggle, the Eritrean issue 1s still 
there and is from time to time showing its strength. 
There is a voice from all corners that the Eritrean issue 
should be given a just solution. 


What does this mean? It means that the argument or the 
solution Ethiopia is putting forward has lost ground. The 
idea that a solution should be found is gaining popular- 
ity. Forces which support the EPLF referendum policy 
are not few. When we look at this achievement in line 
with the Dergue’s diplomatic tactics or way of thinking 
and at the level of the international community, this ts a 
substantial achievement. It is this terrifying and scary 
political development that has forced the Dergue to say 
that the major factor working for the disintegration of 
Ethiopia is the EPLF; It is necessary to fight the EPLF to 
avoid the disintegration of Ethiopia. 


This ploy is aimed at gaining popularity from the people 
inside Ethiopia and avoid the [words indistinct] abroad. 


Part III 
EA0309133288 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 30 Aug 88 


(“Third part” of interview with EPLF Secretary General 
Isayas Afeworki on the “anniversary of the Eritrean 
people's armed struggle,” place and date not specified, 
Afeworki speaks in Tigrinya, fading into superimposed 
Amharic translation—recorded] 


[Excerpt] [introductory passage omitted] [correspondent] 
In the third part of the interview, the first question put to 
Comrade Isayas Afeworki was: How does the EPLF assess 
the great participation of the Eritrean people since the 
destruction of the Nadew [demolish] command” 
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{Isayas} The victories achieved in this regard have 
resulted in changes in the political and military situation 
both at home, abroad and in our region and this 1s 
well-known. As far as the Eritrean people's support and 
participation are concerned, the Eritrean people's earlier 
contribution to their liberation struggle should not be 
taken lightly. Even when they were hit by famine and 
had nothing to eat and when the cattle had no grass to eat 
and were weak, the Eritrean people with their pack 
animals rendered services to their revolution. 


There was never a time when they failed to contribute 
what they could. As I mentioned earlier, it 1s natural that 
the people's feelings are more intense on this special 
occasion. The increase in maternal support and the 
extent of participation in their revolution should be seen 
in the light of the victories achieved and the future tasks 
that we should carry out, that is increasing manpower 
and material capability in order to supply the war 
requirements and the increased participation required 
by the times. The raising of the people’s consciousness, 
which 1s one of our tasks, which is one of our victories, 
and the increased contribution of the people are some of 
the reasons which have enabled our revolution to 
progress. This is a reality which should be reaffirmed. 


It is not an exaggeration to say that the financial contri- 
bution made by Eritreans living abroad is te:fold that 
which we received as foreign aid over the past 10 years. 
This increases the fighters’ morale and reaffirms that 
future progress will certainly be fruitful. On my part, the 
mention of figures concerning participation by the peo- 
ple has no meaning because it focuses on the people's 
material contribution. The greatness is better seen in the 
people's consciousness and their participation at a cer- 
tain period of history. Their determination to sacrifice 
more time and even their lives, 1s a basic reason for 
guaranteed progress and victories. 


[Correspondent] Since we scored victories over the Der- 
gue troops in March, it seems that there are two new 
aspects of the people's participation. One of them is the 
support of the entire people and the second is that there 
are new Organizational features such as a mobilization 
committee. What are the EPLF’s plans to promote these 
two aspects’? Comrade Isayas answers: 


[{Isayas] For people to inspire themselves is nothing new. 
We cannot say that everything has been done by the 
EPLF. Before the situation c.eated by the previous 
fighting, the EPLF, from its experience, had found it 
necessary to get rid of the defects in the working system 
among the people and to forge ahead. This is a priority 
issue. Had such a working system or way of thinking 
been developed earlier, 1t would have been impossible to 
say that the people had been driven by emotion, to make 
donations after the destruction of the Nadew and Mentir 
[Mow] commands. It is not a new outlook introduced or 
developed by the EPLF but is a change brought about in 
the working process and an outlook which emanated 
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from the people themselves. There 1s a direct interdepen- 
dence and correlation between the measures taken and 
issues initiated by the EPLF and the measures taken by 
the people. These victones followed such a trend, but 
they were not brought about unexpectedly. They fol- 
lowed the progress made in the last 2 or 3 years. It cannot 
be said that they were not organized within the EPLF or 
were not in support of the EPLF. It 1s impossible to think 
that the entire people of Eritrea do not support or admire 
the victories scored by the EPLF. The issue 1s not that of 
the EPLF alone. It is an issue of the Eritrean people. 
Since the developments in the past 4 and 5 years were 
evident to those who had been following the situation 
closely, the coordination and cooperation had slowly 
begun to follow a definite path. The victory which was 
the outcome of that situation improved the work. 


To answer the question of what the EPLF will do now, 
there 1s nothing new that the EPLF will bring to its plan 
which has never been there before. Since it 1s the EPLF’s 
plan to have mass participation apart from that of EPLF 
members, it has given a little help to those who will assist 
and promote the offensive through their organizations at 
all levels, by establishing relations among different 
groups. The necessary assistance has been given to them, 
not Only to assist them but also to agitate them and 
encourage them to a further strong offensive. 


[Correspondent] In order to suppress the Eritrean peo- 
ple’s participation, which has a decisive role in the 
Eritrean issue, the Dergue regime declared a state of 
emergency soon after its defeat and has been carrying out 
barbarous acts against the people. But before the state of 
emergency, the Dergue carried out barbarous acts 
against our people. Why then was the state of emergency 
needed? Comrade Isayas answers: 


{Isayas} It 1s true, the barbarous acts are not new. But it 
is necessary to know the difference between committing 
barbarous acts by official decree and committing them 
without. [words indistinct] When the Dergue takes this 
action, it 1s considered as a government order, and if 
there 1s anything that comes out of [words indistinct]. Its 
objective is to create fear among the Eritrean people, and 
secondly to stop the people from making contributions 
to the liberation struggle. 


The Dergue has come out with these two objectives. The 
Struggle is mobilizing the people. (?Lastly) the Dergue did 
not declare war on our force on Mescelit front but aimed at 
the people and aimed at controlling the people as hostages 
and preventing them from assisting their revolution 


[Correspondent] Because of the war declared by the 
Dergue against our people, hundreds of thousands of 
them have been displaced. What is the EPLF doing to 
assist and resettle these people? What is the role of the 
Eritreans living abroad and the international community 
in assisting these people? Comrade Isayas Afework: 
answers as follows: 
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[Isayas] Yes, this issue has two aspects. The first is the 
EPLF in conjunction with the Eritrean Relief Associa- 
tion, [ERA], which has emergency relief which will 
supply food aid, health care, and other related assistance 
to the displaced people. Since this by itself cannot be a 
solution, there must be [words indsitinct] until the 
people are back to their onginal area and start their 
normal life. The second is to work toward creating 
something for them to do instead of making them 
recipients of food aid. These two objectives should go 
side by side. and everything is being done to realize these 
objectives. Since the assistance that we are receiving 1s 
not equal to our plans, there are definitely some prob- 
lems. In our efforts to solicit assistance from the inter- 
national community, governments, and [donor] organi- 
zations, greater activity is under way to bring the 
Eritreans’ plight to their attention. 


The assistance that we expect will come not only from 
outside. Since there is a need to prove that we ourselves 
are also doing everything possible to solve (ie problems, 
we are trying to bring every able-bodied Eritrean to take 
part in this attempt. 


Even though the ability of our compatriots abroad is 
limited, the so-called wealthy people have been contri- 
butiong according to their means. They have also 
pledged to continue their assistance in the future. 
Through the second and subsequent meetings ior several 
reasons the assistance given by the people in contribut- 
ing their monthly salaries and the matherial contribution 
from every village is being collected. Continuing and 
developing this situation is one solution. Activity is 
under way to promote the assistance given to us by 
foreign governments and organizations. It is hoped that 
the total sum of all these efforts will enable us solve the 
problem permanently and enable the people to be self- 
sufficient in their areas. 


[Correspondent] As you mentioned earlier, the [words 
indistinct] have echoed throughout the world and caused 
different reactions. Even though we start from our region, 
after the fall of the Nakfa front, the Dergue with the 
collaboration of Somalia, has withdrawn its forces from 
the Ogaden area. How does the EPLF view this agreement 
and the resulting situation? Comrade Isayas answers: 


[Isayas] The agreement and diplomatic maneuver which 
was carried out between the Dergue and the Somali 
Government is on the war front. The EPLF earlier made 
its stand clear on various instances. This agreement 
between the Dergue and the Somali does not need 
elaboration, as it is the outcome of this stand. 


The Dergue system agitated the Ethiopian people, saying 
that foreign aggressors had attacked us—like Haile Selas- 
sie’s tactic of considering the Somalis in Ogaden ene- 
mies—and caused a rift among the people. This strategy 
was used for a long time. This means that when the 
Ogaden movement came to a standstill for various 
reasons, and when the threat that scared the Dergue was 
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eliminated, the Dergue started to focus on the issues that 
concern it most by saying the rest of the issues were 
secondary. As if the Dergue were not using the Somali as 
a tool to agitate the people, the Dergue presented the 
agreement between them as genuine. How long this 
agreement will stay in force remains to be seen. We 
cannot talk on behalf of the Somali Government. An 
agreement between the two governments for good neigh- 
borliness and mutual interest and cooperation ts a ques- 
tion that concerns both governments. There might be 
some articles and points that concern regional issues. Yet 
this is not something that we should say on behalf of the 
Somali Government. As we see this agreement objec- 
tively, it 1s a tactical agreement because the Dergue, 
while signing a peace accord still considers Somalia a 
threatening force. The Dergue’s withdrawal of forces 
from Ogaden is to lessen tension in that area and 
concentrate On us, so it signed an agreement with Soma- 
lia. This act only shows the Dergue’s superficial objec- 
tives, not its true intentions. 


If we ask what the Dergue’s true intentions are, the 
answer is that if the Dergue by any chance defeats the 
EPLF and controls the situation in Eritrea, then it will 
bring its forces back to the Somali: front and carry out its 
Strategic objective of destabilizing the Somali Govern- 
ment. To realize this objective, the Dergue will continue 
covertly to weaken the Somali Government so that it 
cannot politically, socially, or militarily get stronger and 
be a threat to Ethiopia. This will be done, according to 
the Dergue’s intentions, for 2 or 3 years. That is why the 
Dergue is overtly making agreements with Somalia, 
sending its ministers, making decrees, carrying Out pro- 
paganda campaigns and yet covertly supporting every 
opposition force and creating political, economic, and 
military instability in Somalia. 


[Correspondent] The following question as put to Com- 
rade Isayas: The issues on which Somalia and the Dergue 
have come to agreement do not give any solution to the 
longstanding basic questions. What concrete things have 
they done to solve the basic issues’ 


{Isayas] The first basic issue discussed was the border 
issue, and no practical solution was achieved. The sec- 
ond was the support the Somali Government gives to the 
self-determination of the Somali people in Ogaden, This 
issue was not resolved. As has been repeatedly con- 
firmed, the Somali Government fully supports the self- 
determination of peoples. But the question remains: 
How and when does the Somali Government support 
this type of sentiment? Ethiopia says Somalia's claim 
over Ogaden 1s the basis of our difference, and this 1s 
related to the basic objectives of Somalia's support for 
this. The withdrawal of forces from borders, carrying out 
agreements, and solving secondary issues without tack- 
ling the major issues only shows the (legality) of the 
agreement. We cannot state that the present agreement 
between Somalia and the Dergue will definitely bring 
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strategic peace between them before the major issues at 
stake are resolved. Even they themselves do not believe 
that strategic peace will be achieved from this agreement. 


Part IV 
EA030914008& (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Amharic 1635 GMT 3 Sep 88 


[Fourth and last part” of interview with EPLF Secre- 
tary General Isayaes Afeworki on the “anniversary of the 
Eritrean people’s armed struggle” place and date not 
specified; Afeworki speaks in Tigrinya, fading into 
superimposed Amharic translation—recorded] 


[Excerpts] [introductory passage omitted] [correspon- 
deni] The Dergue has been making attempts to reach an 
agreement with Sudan in the same way as with Somalia. 
However, the EPLF and the Sudanese Government have 
meanwhile signed an agreement. Answering the ques- 
tion: What was the basis of this agreement? Comrade 
Isayas Afeworki said: 


{Isayas} To understand the background of this basic 
agreement, we have to consider the change in Sudan. The 
past regime in Sudan was dictatorial, and to secure its 
Stay in power it used to consider our cause with narrow 
security interests in mind, and it used to engage in 
bargaining on various occasions. However, since a dem- 
ocratic system was established in Sudan, the issue has 
not been decided in relation to one person's or an 
Orgaization’s interest. The system requires the participa- 
tion of the broad masses and various political forces and 
this is beneficial not only to the Sudanese people but the 
peoples of the region and in particular the Eritrean issue. 


What does this mean? The relations between the Entrean 
people and the Sudanese people and Government now 
have a new form, and if we consider the political parties 
in Sudan one by one, except for very few of them, maybe 
one or two, they are political forces which support the 
self-determination of the Eritrean people. This support 
has developed from an emotional support, to one based 
on principle. The political forces’ stand has also strength- 
ened. Finally, when the government in Sudan is well 
organized, these political parties must consider the Eri- 
trean question as a burning issue. 


In addition, instead of considering the issue at an indi- 
vidual level or in a disorganized way, the Sudanese 
Goverment agreed to support the Eritrean people's just 
struggle and find a political solution in order to bring 
about genuine peace in the region, and an agreement on 
basic matters was reached between the Sudanese Gov- 
ernment and the EPLF. The agreement was reached on 
the understanding that there are differences between the 
Eritrean issue and others, that the Eritrean issue has its 
own historical and legal peculiarities which make it 
different from the others, and that a solution to the issue 
should be based on the interests of the Eritrean people. 
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It can be said that the main content of the agreement 1s 
that the Sudanese Government should not in any way 
link the Eritrean issue with Sudan's internal affairs, that 
is, the southern Sudan issue, and should never negotiate 
on it, and that the southern Sudan and Eritrea issues are 
two different issues. The readiness of the Sudanese 
Government and ruling parties to cooperate and make 
efforts to bring about peace is a result achieved by 
political parties which hold power. 


Let us come back to the policies of the Dergue, and ask 
what its objectives are? The diplomacy pursued by the 
Dergue with these neighboring countries 1s based on 
weakening the Ent:ean Revolution. In particular, its 
policy toward Sudan is to exploit internal problems there 
and fan opposition groups and uprisings and exert pres- 
sure On it to enter into negotiations. 


Its attempts during the Numayri regime in the past and 
during the present government is to push them toward 
this. This policy of the Dergue 1s being seen in practice. 
It is also making some efforts to show its wish for peace. 
If what is being said ts true, the Dergue has been worried 
by Sudan’s action, in particular its agreement with the 
EPLF, and has taken the case to the OAU. On the other 
hand it has continued sending delzgations to Sudan 
asking it to change its position. However, so far it has not 
been successful. 


It is also making efforts to exert pressure on Sudan by 
meeting some political forces outside Sudan. Howver if the 
present Sudanese Government continues with its present 
policy, none of these Dergue tactics will ever succeed. 


[Correspondent] The next question put to Comrade Isayas 
Afeworki was: According to the Dergue mass media, there 
are good relations between Sudan and the Dergue. The 
Dergue authorities are presenting this as if an agreement 
has been reached between the technical committees they 
have formed. Is this empty propaganda? 


[Isayas] At present the Dergue is completely confused. It 
does not know what it wants to say. A delegation has 
been in Ethiopia. We had a good discussion, and they 
left. High-ranking officials were here. They met so and so 
and left. What can the people undertand from all this? It 
is empty rhetoric. What is the objective? Nobody knows 
on what issue the technical committee is holding its 
discussions. It is empty rhetoric. What is the objective? 
Nobody knows on what issue the technical committee ts 
holding discussions. If it 1s a promising committee as the 
Dergue claims, then on what basis? What are the rela- 
tions to be established between Ethiopia and Sudan? All 
this should be explained to the Ethiopian people and the 
world, otherwise, making such statements through the 
mass media is intended only to confuse the people. The 
main objective is to weaken the agreement reached 
between the Sudanese Government and the EPLF and 
the situation created by it. 
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(Correspondent] Answering the question on changes 
brought about by the victornes of the Entrean Peoples 
Liberation [EPLF] in the world far from our region. 
Comrade Isayas said: 


[Isayas}] If we consider the diplomatic change after the 
destruction of Nadew [Demolish] and Mentir [mow] 
forces, it 1s obvious that this has created a new awareness 
at the international level. Many groups have demanded 
both officially and unofficially, that the Eritrean issue be 
solved or at least discussed in various forums. Others 
have also shown an interest for the first time. 


This means that these victories have encouraged many 
people worldwide to look through the historical records of 
the past 40 years. Now it is being asked, what is this 
Entrean question? What is the basis of the Entrean ques- 
tion? What is the meaning of their argument? In various 
quarters, those who did not realize before are now realizing 
that the step taken to link Entrea with Ethiopia under a 
federation agreement was wrong, that the step taken by 
Haile Selasie in 1962 to bring Eritrea under his control was 
unjust, and that the cover-up of the Entrean issue in 1963, 
when the OAU was formed, was a conspiracy by Haile 
Selasic to hide the true nature of the problem. This new 
development has worried the Dergue in the diplomatic 
field. What the Dergue is doing at this moment is sending 
delegations to various countnes and issuing statements 
claiming that the leader of this or that country supports 
Ethiopian unity. And if we ask why such statements have 
become necessary, we find that the diplomatic situation is 
different from that of last year. 


[Correspondent] Comrade Isayas was asked whom do we 
mean when we say that the Entrean peoples issue is being 
supported by governments, parties, and other forces? 


[Isayas] | do not think we can name those forces one by 
one. But when we talk of the present general situation, 
through our diplomatic activities and talks we have been 
holding with government officials and representatives 
and political parties, we have tangible proof that such 
support exists in the Middle East, Europe, Afmca, and 
other places. From various statements, we realize that 
questions are being asked on this issue, even by those 
superpowers supporting the Dergue. 


[Correspondent] On the matter of the superpowers, 
currently the Soviet Union's spokesmen have repeatedly 
stated that the USSR wants the Eritrean issue to be 
solved peacefully, on the other hand the USSR’s military 
and other assistance to the Dergue is continuing. Can 
you correlate the two facts and elaborate upon the 
(?comprehensive) Soviet stand, Comrade Isayas” 


[Isayas] We are not confused about the Soviet Union. 
We [words indistinct]. We do not want to say anything 
else. However, we should understand the objective situ- 
ation as it exists. Without going into too much detail, let 
us talk about the issue of Afghanistan as an example. 
(?From our) potnt of view it is only naive to assume that 
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the Soviet leaders have come to be favourably regarded 
It 1s Guite clear that the Soviet Union, as a superpower, 
has put its hand in various places and set up govern- 
ments, strengthened them, and suppressed the opposi- 
tuuon and peoples movements in pursuit of the success of 
its Own strategy. This however has not worked for 11. nor 
can it work. Because if ut depended on might and 
(arms), a large nutaber would have ramained [words 
indistinct}. Since 1 cannot be done by force and as 
people have to decide for themselves, such repression 
cannot work in practice on (°anyone). 


We cannot say however that this will not leave scars. once 
a person tnes continuously and fails, then on understand- 
ing why he has failed, he tnes other ways so as not to repeat 
his mistakes. We cannot say this 1s because he believes in 
the issue and 1s governed by positive thinking or because 
he has a [word indistinct} stand. 


This in itself 1s naive. However, there is a change that 
comes about after a failure or a (’stumbling block). We 
can say that the Soviet Union has done everything in 
support of the Dergue. There 1s no creature in the world 
that has not been annihilated by the Soviet Union. How 
many human lives are being (?wiped out) by the innu- 
merable weapons that fill the land and sky with smoke” 
How much land has been destroyed” 


If the Soviet Union does not achieve results after all this, 
then it should remedy its strategy. As the cumulative 
effect of this type of issue, not only in Ethiopia but also 
on an international scale, 1s reflected within (countries) 
and has left scars, it 1s said that some policy changes are 
becoming evident. There is nothing that we can be 
hopeful for from these so-called changes. 


Obyectively though, even though the statements being 
made in various directions are about things that cannot 
mislead or confuse us, we will not misunderstand the fact 
that some of the changes made confirm the failure of the 
Soviet Union's diplomacy and strategy in this region 


[Correspondent] Comrade Isayas Afeworki was asked 
about the Soviet prisoners in EPLF hands. The question 
stated that the issue of these Soviet citizens had attracted 
international attention. Numerous governments have 
expressed their readiness to act as intermediaries to secure 
their release. However, the EPLF wants to conclude the 
issue of the Soviet prisoners by itself. Why 1s this so” 


[Isayas] The first question 1s: How does the EPLF regard 
these Soviet prisoners’? The EPLF does not regard these 
Soviet prisoners as unique. The EPLF regards them as 
any other prisoners of war. In fact they are more merce- 
naries. We know that the Dergue troops will strengthen 
their forces, like any colonial regime, and attack us. We 
are fighting them because they are a force that 1s violat- 
ing our territorial integrity. If any other force enters our 
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land without our consent, it means in the legal context, 
that 11 has entered by violating our territorial integrity. 
He who stands alongside the colonial system in war can 
only be a mercenary. 


If the issue 1s regarded in legal language, there is not a 
single reason why these Soviet pmsoners should be 
regarded differently from ordinary prisoners. Just 
because they are soldiers of a country that is a super- 
power and because they have been captured we cannot 
see them differently from the others (or use a different 
cntenon). In general when we are talking about the issue 
of prisoners, we do not regard the Soviet (?prsoners) as 
different from the thousands of other prisoners we have. 
Therefore, we reject the efforts being made by govern- 
ments, Organizations, Or anyone else to give only them 
special consideration. This is the reason we reject them. 


There 1s a right answer. What were these Soviet POW’s 
doing in Enmtrea when they were on their mercenary 
service? Our interest in knowing this 1s mght. In consid- 
ering their case and releasing them or not we have our 
own internal rules. In the first place, this question of 
mediation is being attempted at the wrong time. Since it 
is being raised at a time when the EPLF has not made 
any decision, it is reyected. However it should be known 
that the EPLF does not give special attention and con- 
sideration to the three Soviet POW’s. [passage omitted] 


Somalia 


Minister Calls for Relief for ‘Terrorist’ Victims 
F.41409233388 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1850 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] Comrade Dr Mohamed Abdulle Ba‘Adieh the 
SSR interior minister, today called on large traders. 
private traders, the national relief agency and other relief 
agencies in the country to play their part in assisting 
people affected by the recent suicidal attack launched by 
terrorist gangs On some northern regions of the SDR. 


Addressing representatives of the traders and relief agen- 
cies in his office in Mogadishu, the minister said that it was 
imperative for everybody to extend a helping hand to the 
people who suffered during the attack by the terrorist gangs 
on some regions of the north. He added that in the suicidal 
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attack about 60 percent of the property of people living in 
those areas was destroyed. The munister said 11 was esti- 
mated that about o() percent of the assets of those regions 
had either been destroyed or damaged. 


Dr Ba’Adieh added that the damage caused by the 
terrorists in Hargeisa and Burco towns had forced the 
residents to flee to other towns in areas like Awdal, 
Sanaag, Sool and Nugaal. The interior minister further 
said that the damage done by the terrorist gangs included 
the destruction of seven hospitals, 60 percent of all 
electrical and water installations, bndges and postal 
services in those areas and also about 60 percent of 
public and government buildings. 


The minister added that the government had taken steps to 
ensure the safety and security of people living in and 
around the areas where the terrorist gangs had attacked 
and caused damage. It was giving whatever help it could, in 
addition to support from the public. The minister said that 
after realizing the extent of the damage caused by the 
terrorist gangs, the SDR Government had sent an urgeni 
appeal to governments and international organizations 


The minister also said that the people affected by the 
attack are est‘mated to require 120,000 tonnes of all 
types of food. This 1s neded to feed 600,000 persons for 
a penod of over ° months. He added that assistance in 
the form of medicine, tents, water tankers, repair of 
water wells, houses and [words indistinct}, Dr Ba’ Adieh 
said it was essential to help resettle people who had fled 
from the.c areas during the terrorist gangs atack. These 
people had now returned to their home areas, only to 
find their houses destroyed. He also said that the reha- 
bilitation of trade and economic activities in those 
regions was an urgent need. The businessmen could play 
a very important role in this. 


In order to find a solution to the problem prevailing in 
those areas, the government has formed a ministerial 
committee, headed by Deputy Prime Minister for Eco- 
nomic Affairs Comrade Hussein Kulmie Afrah. The 
committee will coordinate the needs of people living in 
those areas. 


The representatives of traders and relief agencies 
expressed their wish to extend whatever help they can to 
people affected by the activities of the terrorist gangs. 
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Commentary on Regional Role, Recent Successes 
MB1609060388 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] It has been for South Africa a remarkable week. In 
the United States Senate and elsewhere, there were 
renewed efforts to isolate South Africa. But even as this 
negative and destructive campaign continued, back in 
southern Afinca itself events were rapidly unfolding that 
were to demonstrate once again just how indespensible 
South Africa is to her neighbors in the subcontinent. 


There was powerful evidence in particular of a construc- 
tive regional role that South Afnca is playing on an 
ongoing basis, and of South Africa's commitment to 
humanitarian assistance when her neighbors are faced 
with crises. 


Heading the week’s list of diplomatic successes for South 
Africa was the visit to Mozambique of the state presi- 
dent. The visit underscored South Afnca’s commitment 
to the creation of conditions of stabilization in the 
countnes of southern Africa. President P.W. Botha’'s 
ensuing visit to Malawi was reaffirmation of the long- 
standing friendship and cooperation between South 
Africa and Malawi. South Africa not only announced, on 
this occasion, that she would reschedule debts owed by 
Malawi, but in response to human crisis, arranged to 
send 3,000 tons of maize as a series of South Afncan 
initiatives that have received praise from as hostile a 
source as the Reverend Jesse Jackson. 


Later in the week Pope John Paul was an unexpected but 
welcome guest in South Afnca. Not only was the pope 
extended the golden hospitality for which South Afncans 
are renowned, but the authorities put into motion a 
massive, logistical, and transportation operation al a 
moment's notice. The smooth and efficient way in which 
arrangements were made for the pope to travel to Lesotho, 
after bad weather had closed that country’s international 
airport, bore testimony to diplomatic skill, competent 
Organization, and the magnitude of an advanced infra- 
structure in an otherwise desolate Afncan landscape. 
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As Pope John Paul was being escorted across the dorder 
and into Maseru by members of the South Afncan Police, 
a contingent of their colleagues was preparing to respond 
to a crisis created by the hyacking of a bus of Roman 
Catholic pilgmmms on their way to see the pope. Following 
an apyeal for help from the Lesotho Government, in the 
face of this threat to human life, the South Afncans 
conducted a rescue operation in a professional and capable 
manner, with minimum loss of life among the victims of 
the terrorist hyackers. The success of this rescue operation 
was, as in the case of the diplomatic successes earlier in the 
week, made possible by the strength of South Afnca’s 
infrastructural and manpower resources, and of her diplo- 
matic perspicacity. It was from this same base of strength 
that the South Afmcan authonties were able to respond to 
the incident this week at the United States Consulate in 
Johannesburg, and take an initiative that was both appro- 
priate and successful. 


It 1s, as we have already noted, a remarkable week. A 
week on which all South Afncans can look back with a 
sense of satisfaction and pnde 


Air Zimbabwe Denies Papal Piane Problems 
MB1509142088 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1417 GMT 15 Sep 88 


{Text} Johannesburg Sept 15 SAPA—The Air Zimbabwe 
yet which brought the pope to Jan Smuts Airport yester- 
day left this afternoon for Maseru, an Air Zimbabwe 
spokesman said. 


The jet is scheduled to take the pope to Mbabane. 
Swaziland, tomorrow, on the next leg of his southern 
Afncan tour. 


The spokesman demied the plane had had engine trouble 
at any stage, and said the only reason it had landed at Jan 
Smuts was because of the bad weather in Maseru 


Reports from Maseru yesterday were that the town was 
blanketed in thick fog. 


The spokesman, asked about reports that the plane's 
“black box” had been removed for five minutes yesterday, 
said the box was not removed from the plane at any stage 
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Angola 


Army, UNITA Issue Differing Battle Claims 
AU 1509120588 Paris AFP in English 1155 GMT 
15 Sep 88 


[Text] Lisbon, Sept 15 (AFP)}—Aagola’s Marxist govern- 
ment and rebels fighting to topple 1t on Thursday issued 
widely-differing claims on their fighting along the 
Benguela railroad, long sabotaged into near inactivity by 
the guerrillas. 


The Angolan military command said it had killed 365 
guerrillas of the National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola (UNITA) during the second week of 
September, while UNITA claimed it had killed 123 
government troops in a battle that started August 9. 


Neither claim could be independently venfied. 


The government said it had occupied seven localities on 
either side of the Benguela railroad, which links the port 
of Bengucla with southern Zaire. 


One of them 1s Munhango, which UNITA insisted it still 
controlied. The UNITA battle report was for fighting for 
that town since August 9. UNITA said its forces had shot 
down a Mig 23 and destroyed 10 tanks and military 
vehicles during the campaign. 


Angola, which is backed by 50,000 Cuban troops, is 
seeking to regain control of the railroad. 


Both sides gave low figures for their own casuaities: the 
government said it suffered 35 dead and 131 wounded 
and UNITA said 18 of its men died and 69 were injured 


UNITA Says Soviets Major Offensive 
MB1609064488 (Clandestine) KUP in English to 
Southern and Central Africa 0615 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Jamba, provisional capital of liberated Angola, 16 
Sep (KUP)}—Soviet military advisers are directing a new 
large-scale military offensive against UNITA, code- 
named annihilation of UNITA, a statement released by 
the UNITA secretariat of information in Jamba has 
disclosed. 


The statement says that it is ironical that the Soviet 
Union 1s promising peaceful solutions to conflicts while 
at the same time using large numbers of troops and 
sophisticated weaponry to conquer more territory. 


The world must not be passive in the face of these acts of 


aggression against the Angolan people and against the 
whole of Afnica, the statement adds. 


It reiterates UNITA’s determination to resist and defend 
freedom, total independence and national reconciliation 


in Angola. 
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UNITA Capital Threatened by Peace Agreement 
MB1109105088 Johannesburg THE SUNDAY STAR 
in English 11 Sep 88 p 12 


{By Ken Vernon and Joao Saata Rita] 


[Text] The UNITA capital or Jamba in south-casiern 
Angola could be the first casualty of a peace accord 
between Angola and South Afnca leading to the inde- 
pendence of Namubia. 


But while UNITA rebel leader Dr Jonas Savimbi 1s 
undoubtedly worned about the consequences of that 
loss, it 1s unlikely that the fall of Jamba would mean the 
end for his army of 26,000 regular troops and 34,000 
militia. 


In the wake of the South Afnmcan-UNITA failure to take 
the key Angolan government base of Curto Cuanavale 
over the past six months, and the recent South Afncan 
troop withdrawal! from Angola. it has been reported that 
government troops and equipment are again being 
massed at Cuito Cuanavale for a push on Jamba, possi- 
bly even earlier than next year’s dry season. 


The weil known newsletter Afnca Confidential claims 
that South Afmca has intervened “almost annually in 
recent years” to prevent Jamba being destroyed by 
massive armoured columns sent against it by the Cuban 
and Soviet-backed MPLA government. 


If South Africa were to be prevented from intervening 
again next year because of an agreement on a Cuban 
withdrawal, then the fate of Jamba would look bleak. 


But Dr Savimbi has often said in the past that the 
destruction of Jamba would in no way mean the end of 


his Struggle. 


Trained in China under Mao, and a disciple of his 
principle of the revolutionary being an invisible fish 
swimming in the sea of the people, Dr Savimbi would 
merely melt into the bush in the event of Jamba falling, 
then emerge to harry the occupying forces dangling at the 
end of their vulnerable umbilical cord stretching from 
Curto Cuanavale. 


“IT cannot win this war, but | cannot bose it esther,” he has 
often been quoted as saying. 


UNITA’s top European spokesman, Mr Alcides Sakala. 
described as “dreams” statements made by the MPLA 
government that UNITA would disappear if Namibia 
achieved its independence. 


“We have been fighting for 27 years and nobody can 
believe that we wall just disappear,” he said 
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An agreement between Cuba, Angola and South Afnca 
on a Cuban withdrawal from Angola and a Sou.s Afnean 
withdrawal from Namibia and independence for that 
termtory would mean the end of the present massive 
South Afncan supply of fuel, food and ammunition for 
UNITA. 


In addition, analysts point out that the independence of 
Namubia would mean that Angolaa government troops 
could attack Jamba both from the north and possibly 
from the south, from an independent Namibia, making it 
virtually indefensible. 


Afnca Confidential says the fall of Jamba would mean 
the loss of U NITA’s communication and logistical head- 
quarters and UNITA would no longer be able to ensure 
the administrative and educational services or the 
native government which UNITA runsinitse” .+< 
Cuando Cubango province. 


Dr Chester Crocker, United States secretary for - Li 
Affairs and chief architect of the present peace ta!ks, hes 
said that U.S. support and aid for UNITA 1s tot at 
present negotiable, but in the event of a Dukakis victory 
in November that could change. 


Nevertheless Dr Savimbi can count on the continued 
support of some Afncan countrics, notably Morocco and 
Zaire. 


At the time of the 1975 civil war that eventually saw the 
MPLA defeat UNITA in the struggle for Luanda, the 
Organisation of Afmcan Unity was evenly divided, 22 
countnes to 22, on whether or net to recognise the 
MPLA or UNITA. 


Dr Savimbi, through shrewd diplomacy, has managed to 
kcep intact much of that suppor:, ever if it now has to be 
given covertly. 


“Our sources of diplomatic and military support are now 
greater than ever,” said Mr Sakala. 


Even without this diversified support UNITA had 
enough weapons to carry on fighting for “more than 10 
years”, he said. 


On the direct physical level, however, Savimbi's greatest 
ally is the Angolan bush. 


Stretching board-flat for millions of square kilometres, it 
would make it possible for Dr Savimbi and his estimated 
60,000 trained fighters to stay hidden :ndefinstely, 
emerging when least expected to take and sack smaller 
towns, destroy convoys and destabilise the MPLA gov- 
ernment—just as he was first taught by Mao over 25 
years ago; thus abandoning some of his more daring and 
spectacular warfare tactics and reverting to classic gue- 
nila wartare. 
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Mr Sakala acknowledged that an end to direct South 
Afncan aid to UNITA would obviously torce a change in 
tactics by the rebel movement. 


Angolan-Cuban ‘Friction’ Prompts Conflicts 
MBI 109102588 Johannesbure SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 11 Sep 88 p 15 


[By David Jackson] 


[Text] The fragile peace in Angola's southern war zone 
has been cracked by a seres of recent incidents—with 
indications of friction between the Cuban military and 
political top brass in Luanda 


Stepped up UNITA commando activity since ‘asi 
month's official ceasefire 1s also adding to Angola's 
securiiy problems as it seeks Sreathing space to imple- 
merit the diplomatic peace initiatives 


UNITA is not party to the peace taiks. And ut has vowed 
to carry on the | 3-year-old guernila war against FAPLA 
and Cuban forces. 


In the field, Cuban commanders are wary of relinquish- 
ing their military foothord for fear of losing hard-won 
ground to Dr Jonas Savimbi's guernilas 


It has led to security jitters all sound—and an admitted 
foul-up of commur ications between the Angolan political 
coiimand in Luanda and their Cuban allies in the bush 


4 party of Swedish journalists were unceremoniously 
given their marching orders when they bumped into a 
Cuban arimy patrol on a chaperoned visit io Cahama in 
the southern war zone last week 


Particularly . mbarrassing to Angola was that among the 
party frogmarched from the area at gunpoint were two 
Angolan army officers and several official government 
“minders.” 


Nor were the Cubans impressed with the official letters 
of authorisation from the Angolan Defence Ministry 
carned by the newsmen 


“There was no doubt who was calling the tune,” said one 
of the Swedish journalists afterwards. “Guns were 
cocked menacingly and the Cuban officer in charge said 
bluntly that it we did not remove ourselves, we would be 
shot. They meant it.” 


An angry Swedish journalist filed a report to his news- 
paper in Stockholm the next day to the effect that the 
South Afncan withdrawal from southern Angoia “has 
been replaced by a Cuban occupation.” 


An Angolan Information Ministry spokesman said later 
the incident was the result of “a regrettable breakdown 
rm communication.” 
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Sweden is among the donor countries pouring aid into 
Angola to help its reconstruction programme. 


Cuban diplomats were privately angry at the fiasco. They 
say the blame lies with the Angolans. 


Angola’s Ministry of Information and Propaganda-— 
which oversees facilities for visiting newsmen—is ham- 
Strung by bureaucracy. It took clearance from three 
government departments last week before an innocent 
photographic session in Luanda could be authorised. 


It means that political decisions are often slow in filter- 
ing through to active units in the field. 


The Swedish incident followed the cancellation by the 
Angolans of a similar trip southwards in which SA 
newsmen—including the SUNDAY TIMES—were to 
have been taken to the front by helicopter. 


Last month, an aircraft carrying Botswana's President 
Masire was shot down by an Angolan MIG fighter while 
en route from Gaborone to Luanda. 


Earlier in the war, Cubans shot down one of their own 
transport aircraft—killing all on board, including a high- 
ranking Cuban officer. 


UNITA commandos are still active in most parts of the 
country—and large areas to the north and east of the 
capital Luanda are still “no go” zones for civilian travel. 


Mozambique, Congo Ministers Mee* With Dos Santos 
MB1609123788 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1200 GMT 16 Sep 88 


[Text] Comrade Jose Eduardo dos Santos, party chair- 
man and president of the Republic, received in Luanda 
this morning a verbal message from his Mozambican 
counterpart, Joaquim Chissano, which was delivered by 
Mozambican Cooperation Minister Jacinto Veloso. 
Veloso spoke briefly at the end of the audience about the 
aim of his visit to Angola: 


[Begin Veloso recording] This was naturally a message 
about developments in southern Africa and the Songo 
meeting we had with the South African president. So, 
this was [words indistinct]. [end recording] 


As part of recent diplomatic activity, President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos this morning also received Congo- 
lese Foreign Minister Antoine Ndinga-Oba, who deliv- 
ered a message from President Denis Sassaou-Nguesso 
dealing with the quadripartite meetings on peace for 
southwestern Africa, particularly next week’s round of 
talks. The message responds to another message Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos sent to his Congolese 
counterpart, which was delivered by Venancio de 
Moura, Angola’s deputy external relations minister. 
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The Congolese capital will be the third consecutive 
venue of yet another round of quadripartite talks to find 
a peaceful solution to southwestern Africa’s conflict. 
Brazzaville is a very significant choice for the Angolan 
authorities not only because of the historic role the 
Congolese people and their vanguard party play in the 
struggle to emancipate African peoples, but also because 
of their traditional links of friendship and solidarity with 
the Angolan people. 


The first audience was attended by Lieutenant General 
Francisco Magalhaes Paiva Nvunda, member of the 
party’s Central Committee. The second audience was 
attended by Deputy External Relations Minister Venan- 
cio de Moura; Jose Agostinho Neto, Angolan Ambassa- 
dor to the Congo; and Congolese Ambassador to Angola 
Anatole Khondo. 


De Moura Delivers Message to Congo President 
MB1509/93688 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] Angolan Deputy External Relations Minister 
Venancio de Moura was received in Brazzaville yester- 
day by Congolese President Colonel Denis Sassou- 
Nguesso. He handed a message from Angolan head of 
state Jose Eduardo dos Santos on the forthcoming round 
of quadripartite negotiations to the Congolese president. 


A note from the Angolan external relations ministry 
press office, issued in Luanda today, reports that Presi- 
dent Jose Eduardo dos Santos will soon receive Congo- 
lese Foreign Minister Antoine Ndinga-Oba, who will be 
carrying a response from the Congolese head of state to 
President Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ message. 


The forthcoming round of talks on peace in southwestern 
Africa will be the last in this first phase and is described 
as the most complex and decisive inasmuch as it will 
center on two essential issues: Angola’s security and 
Namibia’s independence 


After the already-announced South African withdrawal 
from Angola, the timetable for withdrawing Cuban inter- 
nationalists will dominate the sixth round of negotia- 
tions between Angola, Cuba, and South Africa, under 
U.S. mediation. 


Angolan Deputy External Relations Minister Venancio 
de Moura said last week that South Africa and the 
United States expressed their view on this issue at the 
last meeting, and all the parties directly or indirectly 
interested in the issue (?are of the feeling) that the 
process will end well. 


Lesotho 
Further Reportagé on the Bus Hijacking Incident 


Maseru Says SAP Involved 
MB1509122188 Maseru Domestic Service in English 
1130 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] The hostage drama ended in Maseru last night 
with three of the four gunmen shot dead and one 
captured. According to a police report, in an operation 
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carried out by both the Royal Lesotho Defense Force and 
the South African Police, the gunmen were killed as they 
tried to force open the gates of the British High Com- 
mission. A 14-year-old girl was also killed, and 11 
hostages were injured when a grenade exploded. 


The bus was carrying 7! people from Qacha’s Nek who 
were coming for the pope’s celebrations in Maseru. The 
gunmen had earlier demanded to see the British high 
commissioner, to meet the pope his majesty, and one of 
the Catholic bishops. It was established that one of them 
was Carrying an AK-47 rifle, one a 9 mm pistol, and the 
other two hand grenades. 


Official Denies LLA Responsible 
MB1509160988 London BBC World Service in English 
1515 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The finger is being pointed at the Lesotho Liber- 
ation Army [LLA] for the bus hijack. The LLA is the 
military wing of the Basutoland Congress Party, BCP. 
Some members of the BCP went into exile after its 
leader, Ntsu Mokhehle, defied the rule of Chief Leabua 
Jonathan, who was ousted by the military in 1986. 
Recently, Mokhehle has returned to Lesotho to discuss 
the return of some of his members from exile. But, say 
the hostages, the hijackers identified themselves as rnem- 
bers of the LLA. Julian Marshall asked the BCP’s Lon- 
don representative, (Mtshi Mlapo), how he reacted to the 
accusations that his movement has been responsible. 


[Begin recording] [(Mlapo)] My reaction to that is sim- 
ple, and it was confirmed by the leader this morning 
when he issued a statement in the South African news- 
paper SOWETAN that the BCP or its military, the LLA, 
has got absolutely nothing to do with what happened in 
Lesotho, none whatsoever. 


[Marshall] How can you be so certain of that? 


[(Mlapo)] Because it is the leader of the Basotho Con- 
gress Party who says so. He is the operational head of the 
LLA, and there is no way in which any member of the 
LLA or a member of the BCP can take any kind of action 
without the authorization of Mr Mokhehle and National 
Executive. 


[Marshall] If it wasn’t the LLA then... 
[(Mlapo)], interrupting] It is not the LLA. 
[Marshall] If it wasn’t, then who was it? 


[(Mlapo)] It is not the LLA. My information from the 
party headquarters is that there is a group of people who 
apparently came from the Transkei who entered Lesotho 
next to a small town of Qachas Nek and hijacked the bus 
to Maseru. 


{Marshall} Do you have any idea why they would wish to 
do that? 
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{(Mlapo)] I don’t have the slightest wish to know what- 
ever they are concerned with, but what must be estab- 
lished immediately and conclusively is that right now, 
the Basutoland Congress Party is engaged in peace talks 
and continued negotiations with the Military Council for 
the restoration of the democratic process in the Kingdom 
of Lesotho on the basis of the 1966 Independence 
Constitution, full stop. That is why Mr Mokhehle was 
officially welcomed in Maseru a few months ago. He left 
Maseru peacefully, and we have no intention as a party 
or the military wing of our party to declare war on the 
military forces or the crown of the Kingdom of Lesotho 
{words indistinct] 


[Marshall] Now, if it wasn’t the LLA, why should one of 
the people who was trapped on the bus and who man- 
aged to escape, tell the authorities that the hijackers were 
claiming to be members of the LLA? 


[(Mlapo)] I cannot answer for the actions or the pro- 
nouncements of the terrorists, and I have no intention of 
even trying to [word indistinct] the point any further. 
{end recording} 


Fourth Hijacker Dies 
MB1509164788 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] The death toll in yesterday's bus hijacking drama 
in Lesotho has risen to six. Our Bloemfontein news office 
reports that the fourth hijacker, wounded in the 
exchange of fire that ended the drama, and one of the | | 
wounded hostages have died in the Queen Elizabeth 
Hospital in Maseru. The hostage was a 55-year-old man 
from Qacha’s Nek. In the meantime, it’s been revealed 
that the wounded hostage who underwent two emer- 
gency operations in the Pelonomi Hospital in Bloemfon- 
tein was the driver of the bus and not one of the 
hijackers, as was believed at first. The only other hostage 
to die was a 14-year-old girl from Qacha’s Nek. Eight 
other hostages were wounded during the exchange of fire 
between the hijackers and the special task force, appar- 
ently when a hand grenade exploded. 


Second Hostage Dies 
MB1509160588 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1601 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] Johannesburg Sept 15 SAPA—A second hostage 
of the bus hijack drama in Maseru has died but most of 
the injured have recovered and only four pilgrims are 
still in hospital. 


One of them is a man who lost both his legs when a hand 
grenade the four hijackers had been wielding exploded 
under this seat at the bloody end to the drama, according 
to witnesses. 


Most of the injuries were caused by shrapnel from this 
grenade, and from glass cuts the hostages sustained when 
they tried to scramble through the bus’s windows after 
the grenade blast. 
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Liberia 


Official Criticizes U.S. Ambassador, Policies 
AB1309220988 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 13 Sep 88 


[Text] The chairman of the House Standing Committee 
on Investment, Grand Gedeh County William Glay has 
said that, since the arrival of the United States’ financial 
experts in Liberia, the group has introduced a new 
program of systems to stimulate economic growth in the 
country. In a speech last week, American Ambassador 
James Bishop was quoted as saying that, since 1980, 
United States assistance to Liberia amounted to $500 
million, which he said represented approximately 2 
years’ fiscal budgets of Liberia and added: If this money 
was to be divided, each Liberian would receive $200. 


Speaking at this Capitol Building office in Monrovia 
today, Representative Glay said: Although it is true that 
the U.S. Government has given loans and grants to 
Liberia, some of these loans and grants have been used to 
settle parts of obligations to the United States’ financial 
institutions, and also to pay salaries, rent, (fringe) 
allowances, and documents for the services of the so- 
called American experts, yet these are counted as grants 
to Liberia. He said: When the experts are invited to 
Liberia, it is the government's hope that they would 
improve the existing situation and not only collect 
information for their home governments. 


The Grand Gedeh legislator recommended that if the 
United States’ experts cannot make a difference in keeping 
with their terms of reference, they must leave us alone. 
Representative Glay said that the United States Ambassa- 
dor should know that Liberians can now see through the 
thick smokescreens surrounding U.S. aid to developing 
countries. He then frowned on experts who send distorted 
reports to their home government with the aim of under- 
mining what he called the good relations that have existed 
between Liberia and such governments. 


The Grand Gedeh representative then praised the Euro- 
pean Economic Community, EEC, West Germany, 
Korea, and Japanese governments which he described as 
silent but valuable friends of Liberia. 


Further Reportage on Ongoing Treason Trial 
AB1409195788 London BBC World Service in English 
1710 GMT 14 Sep 88 


[Text] In Liberia, the trial of 10 people accused of 
treason continued at the Temple of Justice in Monrovia. 
The accused include the leader of the opposition Liberia 
Unification Party, William Gabriel Kpolleh. Some 
extraordinary things have already been alleged, even that 
one of the coup leaders had been murdered at the 
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Executive Mansion. Today, one of the defendants testi- 
fied that government investigators tried to get him to 
implicate foreign countries in the alleged plot to assassi- 
nate members of the government. From Monrovia, Isaac 
Bantu telexed this report: 


Private William Carr of the Armed Forces of Liberia, 
who comes from Nimba County, told the court that 
when he was undergoing investigation, he was told by his 
interrogators to say that Ghana, Sierra Leone, and the 
Ivory Coast were helping in the plot to kill President 
Samuel Doe. He said that he was told to name these 
countries in front of President Doe himself and that he 
was threatened that he would be killed if he refused to 
name the three countries. 


Carr told the court that it was a lie that the alleged coup 
leader, (Joe Robert Taipei), committed suicide when he 
jumped from the sixth floor of the Executive Mansion. 
He said that he had been told in detention by one of the 
state witnesses that (Taipei) was killed in the Executive 
Mansion and then thrown out of the window. According 
to Carr, the man who told him this, (Karmoko Cisse) was 
present at the time although attempts had been made to 
stop him seeing (Taipei's) killing. 


Private William Carr denied any knowledge of the 
alleged coup plot and said that he had only got to know 
chief defendant Gabriel Kpolleh and Counsellor 
Mabande when they were taken to the magisterial court 
to be informed of the charges against them. 


Government Working To Avoid Toxic Waste Dumping 
AB1509180088 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
1710 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] Dealing with the problem of toxic waste in Africa 
was one of the major issues discussed at yesterday's 
ministerial conference on maritime transport held in 
Monrovia. Iransport Minister McLeod Darpoh today 
said Liberia is working to ensure that our country is not 
used for dumping of toxic waste. A number of measures 
have been adopted by the Ministry of Lands, Mines, and 
Energy. Minister Darpoh, however, did not elaborate. 


Nigeria 


Kaduna Denies Governor Attacked by Fanatics 
AB1209190088 Kaduna Domestic Service in English 
1700 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] The Kaduna State Government has refuted a 
publication by the NIGERIAN TRIBUNE that Gover- 
nor Abdullahi Muktar and some of his officials were 
recently stoned by some people believed to be religious 
fanatics. The commissioner for information, Alhaji 
Mahammadu Muniru Jafaru, said in a statement that 
what ensued last Saturday [10 September] was a commo- 
tion between butchers at (Anguuru Sariki) and members 
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of the Environmental Sanitation Task Force. The epi- 
sode, he said, had no religious connotation and no effect 
on the governor’s convoy which was on its way to inspect 
damage done to (?farms) in Zaria Local Government 
Area. The commissioner therefore described the report 
as mischievous, aimed at breaching peace and security in 
the area. 


Meanwhile, the State Task Force on Environmental 
Sanitation has detained three of its members and 
declared one other wanted for abuse of power and 
intimidation. The chairman of the task froce, Lieutenant 
Colonel Segun Oladinteh, told newsmen today that the 
four officials illegally towed people’s vehicles, contrary 
to directives that only abandoned and unused vehicles 
on highways should be towed. 


General Staff Chief Reiterates Ban on Poiitics 
AB0909183988 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GM 9 Sep 88 


[Text] The chief of General Staff, Vice Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu, has reaffirmed that the ban on politics is still 
in force and that no person or group will be allowed to 
jump the gun. He stated this in Dodan Barracks today at 
the quarterly dialogue with media executives. Vice 
Admiral Aikhomu said that although the present admin- 
istration will be flexible in its move towards 1992, it will 
not tolerate any action aimed at (?frustrating) the tran- 
sition program. He reminded local governments of the 
onerous responsibilities placed on their shoulders and 
said there is need for them to cooperate with their state 
governors. The chief of General Staff said that the 
exchange rate of the naira was being monitored by the 
government with a view to taking a decision. Vice 
Admiral appealed to all Nigerians not to be disillusioned 
over the slow result of the structural adjustment policy. 
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He explained that no economic restructuring substitute 
could occur without creating dislocations in the various 
[words indistinct] of human endeavor. 


NEC Compiling List of Barred Politicians 
AB1209170488 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
1500 GMT 12 Sep 88 


[Text] The National Electoral Commission [NEC] is 
compiling a list of those found to be engaging in political 
activities while the ban on politics is in force. Such 
people will not be allowed to contest in any election 
during the transition period. The director of public 
affairs of the commission, Mr Tony Rediah, stated this 
in Lagos today while speaking with newsmen. He said 
those to be affected by the disqualification would include 
people who 1re already making their intention to contest 
elections known. According to him, NEC will hold such 
statements against them at the appropriate time in line 
with the provisions of the Transition To Civil Rule 
Decree No. 19 of 1987. 


The director also stated that no deposits would be 
required for claims and objections during the forthcom- 
ing revision of voters’ registers. He said that the decision 
was to generate more public interest in the exercise. 


Togo 


Eyadema To Consult With Momoh, Doe, Babangida 
AB1509142788 Lome Domestic Service in French 
1230 GMT 15 Sep 88 


[Text] President Joseph Momoh of Sierra Leone arrived 
in Lome a few moments ago. He will be followed shortly 
after by his Liberian counterpart, Samuel Doe. President 
Ibrahim Babangida of Nigeria arrives in our capital 
tomorrow. They are all coming for consultations at Jhe 
invitation of President Eyadema. 
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